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Align Technology Awards $220,000 as Part of Its University Research Award Program for 
Clear Aligner Orthodontic Therapy

SAN JOSE, Calif., May 16, 2012 (GLOBE NEWSWIRE) -- Align Technology, Inc. (Nasdaq:ALGN) today announced awards of 
$160,000 in new funding to four universities in North America and four universities internationally, and $60,000 in renewals for 
a total of $220,000 in scientific research funding for projects seeking to better understand orthodontic treatment with clear 
aligners.

"The diversity in the research projects being supported through the award program in 2012 will not only lead to greater insight 
into clear aligner therapy, but also to a better understanding of Align's intra-oral scanner technology as it relates to 
orthodontics," said Dr. Eric Kuo, Align Technology vice president of Clinical Technology.

"As adoption continues to increase with Invisalign® treatment worldwide, Align's research award program continues to build the 
scientific evidence for clear aligner therapy in the community and further strengthens our relationships with universities," said 
Dr. Mitra Derakhshan, Align Technology director of Clinical International.

The new research award recipients in North America for 2012 are:

● Dr. Peter Buschang, Dr. Phillip Campbell, Dr. Helder Jacob, and Dr. Doug Crosby at Baylor College of Dentistry (Dallas, 
TX), $25,000;

● Dr. Thyagaseely Premaraj, Dr. Sundaralingam Premaraj, and Dr. Zhongtang Yu at the University of Nebraska Medical 
Center (Omaha, NE), $25,000;

● Dr. Emile Rossouw and Dr. Ching-Chang Ko at the University of North Carolina (Chapel Hill, NC), $25,000; 
● Dr. Sercan Akyalcin, Dr. Benjamin Cozad, and Dr. Clark Colville at the University of Texas Health Science Center 

(Houston, TX), $25,000.

The new research award recipients internationally for 2012 are:

● Prof. Alexander Vardimon, Dr. Nir Shpack, and Dr. Rachel Sarig at Tel Aviv University (Tel Aviv, Israel), $15,000;
● Assoc. Prof. Paul Schneider, Prof. David Manton, Mr. David Thomas, and Dr. Vicki Vlaskalic at the University of 

Melbourne Orthodontics Unit (Melbourne, Australia), $15,000;
● Prof. Felice Festa, Dr. Stefano Carderi, Dr. Eleda Maria Di Lella, Dr. Antonio Alicandro, and Dr. Antonios Filippakos at 

the Università degli Studi G. D'Annunzio Chieti-Pescara (Pescara, Italy), $15,000; 
● Prof. Alberto Laino, Prof. Dr. Carlo Cafiero, Dott. Giuliana Laino, and Dott. Marco Matarasso at Università degli Studi di 

Napoli "Federico II" (Napoli, Italy), $15,000.

The eight new study proposals approved for funding in 2012 consist of an evaluation of the enamel width at the contact points 
of the permanent dentition in association with interproximal reduction (IPR), an analysis of specific tooth movements in 
teenagers treated with Invisalign aligners, an analysis of canine rotations treated with Invisalign aligners, a study on oral 
hygiene levels and the quality of bacterial plaque during orthodontic treatment, an evaluation of the efficiency and 
effectiveness of clear aligner treatment in Class I moderate crowding malocclusions, a risk-factor study to identify potential 
biomarkers for caries and periodontal disease in orthodontic patients, a finite-element analysis evaluation of tooth movement 
with clear aligners, and an evaluation of the accuracy and reproducibility of orthodontic measurements using the iOC® intra-
oral scanner.

All proposals received were reviewed and prioritized by an independent academic committee. The academic committee chair 
for 2012 was Dr. Timothy Wheeler, professor and chairman of the Department of Orthodontics at the University of Florida.

The 2013 Align Research Award Program details will be announced later this year. 

About Align Technology, Inc.

Align Technology designs, manufactures and markets Invisalign, a proprietary method for treating malocclusion, or the 



misalignment of teeth. Invisalign corrects malocclusion using a series of clear, nearly invisible, removable appliances that gently 
move teeth to a desired final position. Because it does not rely on the use of metal or ceramic brackets and wires, Invisalign 
significantly reduces the aesthetic and other limitations associated with braces. Invisalign is appropriate for treating adults and 
teens. Align Technology was founded in March 1997 and received FDA clearance to market Invisalign in 1998.The Invisalign 
product family includes Invisalign, Invisalign Teen, Invisalign Assist, Invisalign Express10, Invisalign Express 5, Invisalign Lite, 
and Vivera Retainers.

To learn more about Invisalign or to find an Invisalign trained doctor in your area, please visit www.invisalign.com. 

Cadent Holdings, Inc. is a subsidiary of Align Technology and is a leading provider of 3D digital scanning solutions for 
orthodontics and dentistry. The Cadent family of products includes iTero and OrthoCAD iOC scanning systems, 
OrthoCADiCast, OrthoCAD iQ and OrthoCAD iRecord. For additional information, please visit www.cadentinc.com. 
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